Measurement of glial fibrillary acidic protein.
Toxicant-induced injury of the adult or developing central nervous system results in hypertrophy of astrocytes at the site of injury. The hallmark of this response is enhanced expression of the major intermediate filament protein of astrocytes, glial fibrillary acid protein (GFAP). A protocol is provided for assaying GFAP levels in detergent homogenates of brain tissue using a sandwich ELISA.